
                    
                               
I apologize for the newsletter getting published so late. October has snuck up so quickly.  Where does the time 
go? Looking ahead, it seems that things don’t slow down for us at St. Gabriel School. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Parent Meeting 
There is a parent meeting on October 5th at 7:00 p.m. at the Rigali Center in Shrewsbury.  Our speaker is Dr. 
David Walsh, founder of National Institute on Media and the Family.  His topic is “Say Yes to No”.  Dr. David 
Walsh explains that regaining the ability to Say Yes to No is not only important for our kids’ well-being but also 
essential for improving classroom performance and ensuring our country’s economic future 
 
Parents attending the meeting can sign-in so their child/ren will receive a dress down day pass.  There will be a 
table as you enter the room.  We have invited other schools to join us as we bring this national speaker to our 
area. 
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IMPORTANT HAPPENINGS IN OCTOBER: 
 
October   5 – Parent Meeting 7:00 p.m. at the Rigali Center 
October   7 – 8th Grade Confirmation Commitment Mass 7:00 p.m.  
October   9 – Lion’s Choice (Chippewa) 8th Grade Fundraiser 4:00-8:00 p.m. 
October 13 – Fall Pictures;  
                      High School Informational Night for Parents of Grades 6-8 7:00 p.m. (café) 
October 15 – Baptismal Celebration 8:00 a.m. 
           Qdoba (Chippewa) Fundraiser Night (sponsored by PFA) 4:00-8:00 p.m. 
October 16 – End of 1st Quarter 
October 17 – DuBourg Honor Band 7:00 p.m. at DuBourg (selected band members participating) 
October 20 – 8th Grade Confirmation Retreat/Rally 8:15 a.m. 
           7th Grade Leadership Day 8:15 a.m. 
October 21 – Kdg Field Trip – Dental Health Theatre 
                      8th Grade Confirmandi/Sponsor Mtng 7:00 p.m. 
October 22 – 4th Grade Field Trip – Wolf Sanctuary 
October 23 – Report Cards sent home 
                      Living Rosary 2:00 p.m. 
                      75th Parish Gala at the Cedars 
October 25 – Book Fair 8:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. (Meeting Room) 
                      Blood Drive 9:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. (Café) 
October 28 – Friday Class Schedule 
                      Halloween Treats 2:05 p.m. 
October 29 – NO SCHOOL 

          Parent/Teacher Conferences 2:00 p.m. – 4:30 p.m.; 5:30 p.m. – 7:30 p.m. 
October 30 – NO SCHOOL 
           Teacher In-Service at Vianney High School 
 



Morning Drop-off  
Information was sent in an e-mail a few weeks ago about the congestion of cars with the morning drop-off at the 
church driveway.  I have been out a few times to observe.  If four cars are stopped from the alley back to the 
church, students could exit the cars.  Below is a visual if the explanation is difficult to follow. 
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I have noticed that a car may be the third in line, will wait for the two in front to exit, then will pull to the alley 
for their child to exit.  This is causing the backup as well.  Again, I remind you that if you need to help your 
child out of the car, you need to park on Nottingham, Murdoch, or Tamm and walk your child to the lot.  Let’s 
all work together to keep our kids safe.  Having cars waiting on Nottingham to turn in is not always safe.  Many 
cars are driving way too fast on Nottingham in the morning and are not expecting that backup on the street.  
This is my observation from when I am helping with morning crossing guard at Nottingham and Tamm. 
 
I appreciate the suggestions that were sent to me regarding this concern.  As I have said many times, if you do 
not inform me, I cannot evaluate the issues and make changes for the better. 
 
Cafeteria Lunch Program 
If you are purchasing lunch for your children please do the following 

� Orders are to be turned in on Thursday, Friday or Monday by 12:00 (noon) only following 
the Wednesday it was sent home. If an order is turned in after the deadline, your child will 
not be included in the counts for the next week. 

� You are to keep track of any time that your child is absent.  If you have a credit from an 
absence, you can use that on the next order if you indicate it accordingly. 

� If your child did not bring a lunch, they will get a package or two of cheese crackers and a 
glass of water 

� We will try to communicate the field trips the students will be attending by putting that on 
the menu before it goes out.  Sometimes the field trips are planned after the menu goes out.  
If that is the case, you can apply a credit to the next month only if we have not notified you 
of a field trip.  

� We will send an e-blast or phone message the day before the due date.  The due date is on the 
lunch menu that we send.  It will not be on the one that you access on-line from Two Mike’s  

 
If your child brings their lunch, please make sure they have a spoon or fork for their pudding, yogurt, etc.  The 
food service cannot provide these items for those that bring.  Two Mike’s is trying to keep their cost down.  
This becomes an additional expense that they have to cover.   
 
Computer Information for students in Grades 5-8 
Students are allowed to bring headphones for computer class.  Some of the programs that they work with have 
sound and headphones would help for individuals to work without distraction.  Please note that students may 
not bring iPods or other electronic devices to school.  Thank you for your cooperation. 
 

Handicapped 
Parking 

Church 

Dumpster 

O = Cars waiting in line 
X = Cars that should have    
        children exiting 



Respecting Others 
It is reported frequently that students are not treating their classmates nicely.  We as a faculty work very hard to 
remind the students to use good manners, say kind words to one another, etc. It saddens me when I hear how 
kids talk to one another.  
 
Fr. Lockwood had a wonderful homily on Thursday, October 1.  He talked about St. Therese the Little Flower 
and how she did little acts of kindness.  Fr. Lockwood gave examples to the students helping at home, not being 
an enemy with your siblings, and being kind to the students in your class.  We can take the example of St. 
Therese and do those little acts of kindness, say kind words and more. This also goes toward our neighbors 
around the school.  Please remind your children to not walk on the lawns of the neighbors.  The city has 
provided sidewalks for everyone to walk on. 
 
Federal Forms 
Each year, we are asked to complete a number of forms regarding the demographics of our students.  One form 
that all parents are asked to complete, if they qualify for the program or not, is the Economic Deprivation Form. 
 
The data gathered from this determines the amount of services received from the federal government.  One 
program from which we do get student services is Title I.  We have also received money for a program entitled 
“Safe and Drug Free Schools.”  With the money from this program, we have been able to fund the National 
Council of Alcohol and Drug Abuse Program that we do at our school, defray the cost of 6th grade camp and 7th 
grade Leadership Day. We are now able to use the money to provide for parent speakers and other programs 
that can focus on the development of children and/or the issues that impact our youth today.  So it is imperative 
that we get this form completed and returned by all families.  The Economic Deprivation form will be sent 
home on Wednesday, October 14th.  Forms must be returned by Wednesday, October 28th. 
 
Due to the fact that parents were responsive to completing the forms, we have two full-time Title I teachers for 
the 2009-2010 school year.  As you can see by the increase in Title I services, it is imperative that you complete 
the forms.  Please help us by returning your forms as soon as possible.  All information that is completed on the 
forms is confidential.  The only information that is reported to the government is a summary of the forms 
returned. 
 
School Pictures 
School pictures are scheduled for Tuesday, October 13th.  An informational envelope/flier was sent home in the 
Wednesday folder on September 30th.  Each student must bring the envelope back to school with the check 
made payable to LIFETOUCH, if you choose to purchase any picture packet.  If you are not satisfied with the 
pictures, a picture retake day will be scheduled for mid or late November. 
  
Students may come dressed out of uniform this day.  Attention should be focused on the length of shorts 
and skirts as well as the shirt style to make sure it is not low cut or that it is not sleeveless. If a student is 
dressed inappropriately, parents will be called and will need to bring the school uniform for the student to wear.    
 
6th Grade Parent Program 
Our 6th grade parents will receive a letter in the mail with details regarding the mandatory meeting that the St. 
Louis Archdiocese – Catholic Education Office is sponsoring.  If you do not receive this letter by October 9, 
please contact the school office immediately.  The meetings are scheduled during October and November.  We 
are joining with St. James the Greater for this meeting.  It will be held at St. James on Thursday, November 5th 
at 7:00 p.m. in the cafeteria. If you are unable to attend this meeting, other locations were included in the 
mailing. 
 



Buzz Books 
Buzz books are available in the office for $2.00 each.  We apologize for any misprints.  If you find an error, 
please contact the office.  We will communicate the corrections in the November newsletter. 
 
Uniform Update 
I am very pleased to say that the teachers and myself have seen a great improvement in the neatness of the 
students.  Please encourage your children to continue to keep this up.  We do want to stress however that there 
is a uniform code for the students.  The girls, in particular, are testing this by wearing skirts that are shorter than 
the top of the knee and wearing more jewelry than what is permitted.  Please review the uniform code with your 
child.  The summer uniform ends October 30.  NO shorts may be worn after October 31st.  With the cooler 
weather, please remind your child that the only sweatshirts that may be worn during the school day are the St. 
Gabriel blue or red, the St. Gabriel athletic royal blue, any solid navy blue or red with no logos, and for our 8th 
graders, their class sweatshirt.  Thank you for your cooperation. 
 
Students must follow the winter uniform beginning November 2nd.  The uniform code is in the parent handbook 
which is on the school website under ‘Parent/Student’. 
 
St. Gabriel Sweatshirts 
The order form for the St. Gabriel SGAA sweatshirt is available on the school website www.stgabshool.org 
under the ‘Parent/Student’ section. 
 
High School Informational Night 
At St. Gabriel School for the past few years, we have offered the opportunity for our parents in Grades 6-8 to 
attend an informal meeting regarding the high school application process.  The purpose of this meeting is to let 
you know what we do to work with the students as they go through this process.  We also give you information 
on the various high schools as to what their criteria is for acceptance.  This meeting is different than the High 
School Night in September and the High School Open House scheduled the first Sunday of November.  We 
have found that this application process can be very stressful, especially if this is your first child going on to 
high school.  The meeting is Tuesday, October 13th at 7:00 p.m. in the cafeteria.   
 
6th Grade Parent Program 
Our 6th grade parents will receive a letter in the mail with details regarding the mandatory meeting that the St. 
Louis Archdiocese – Catholic Education Office is sponsoring.  If you do not receive this letter by October 9, 
please contact the school office immediately.  The meetings are scheduled during October and November.  We 
are joining with St. James the Greater for this meeting.  It will be held at St. James on Thursday, November 5th 
at 7:00 p.m. in the cafeteria. If you are unable to attend this meeting, other locations were included in the 
mailing. 
 
Mid-Quarter Reports 
You will need to view your child’s grade by going to the school website and clicking the link ‘Log-In’.  
Everyone received a letter in early September with their login information.  If you have lost your ID and 
Password, you can access it by submitting your e-mail address on the log-in page.  Click the link under the ID 
and Password boxes.  If you are still unable to get your ID/Password, e-mail Miss Davis and the information 
will be e-mailed to you.  If you are unable to access the Internet, please send a note to your child’s teacher and 
we will send a copy of the mid-quarter home to you.  If you have questions or concerns, please do not hesitate 
to contact the teacher.  It is much easier to remedy a problem now than to wait until the end of the quarter. 
 
Please note that some weeks, especially with the specialty teachers (art, music, PE) and in the primary grades, 
some subjects do not have weekly grades.   



Report Cards 
The report cards will be computer generated.  The format of the report card will be similar to the layout that we 
had in years past.  The main difference is that they will be printed and not handwritten.  Our administrative 
software program is making things more efficient for our teachers.  The amount of time they save averaging 
grades and writing out the report cards will give them more time to attend to the planning of their curriculum. 
 
Report cards will be sent home with the students on Friday, October 23rd.  Please check your child’s backpack 
for the report cards. The ITBS reports will be included with the report cards if we receive them by the 23rd. 
Report cards are not held for the first quarter; if you have a balance due, however, we ask that you stay current 
on all your fees. 
 
Kindergarteners do not receive a report card for the first quarter.  First graders will receive a report card for the 
1st quarter. 
 
Parent/Teacher Conferences 
Conferences will be held in the gym on Thursday, October 29th.  Conference times are from 2:00 p.m. – 4:30 
p.m.  The teachers will have a dinner break from 4:30 p.m. – 5:30 p.m.  Conferences will resume at 5:30 p.m. 
and conclude at 7:30 p.m.  We ask that you be aware of the time that you come for conferences.  This is a long 
day for the teachers and they are planning to be completed by the times indicated.  Thank you for your 
cooperation. 
 
More information regarding conferences will be sent home on October 14. 
 
Book Fair 
St. Gabriel School will once again have the Scholastic Book Fair.  The Book Fair is scheduled for October 25th 
– 29th.  Parents and students will have the opportunity to purchase books on Sunday, October 25th from 8:30 
a.m. – 12:30 p.m.  The students will attend the Book Fair with their classes Monday – Wednesday.  The Book 
Fair will also be open on Parent/Teacher Conference day – Thursday, October 29th from 1:00 p.m. – 7:30 p.m. 
The Book Fair will be held in the meeting room near the church alley. 
 
The profits from the Book Fair are used to purchase books for the library, novel sets for the classrooms and 
more.  Your support of the Book Fair is greatly appreciated. 
 
For more information visit the following website: 
 
http://bookfairs.scholastic.com/homepage/st.gabsstlouis 
 
We are also participating in the “One for Books” program.  Students can purchase a book slip by donating loose 
change and/or dollars.  The funds collected are used to buy more books from the Book Fair to help students, 
teachers and/or schools in need.  Scholastic will match monetary donations with a donation of up to one million 
books.  The books go to national non-profit organizations dedicated to helping families in need: the Marine 
Toys for Tots Foundation, Kids in Distressed Situations, and the National Center for Family Literacy.  Students 
who donate will have a dress down on Wednesday, October 28th. 
 
Cafeteria Duty Calendar 
The calendar on the website for cafeteria duty is completed for the school year.  You can view each month and 
print it out at home.  There is an easy way to search for your duty day without trying to find it with all the other 
names on the calendar.  If you go to the bottom of the calendar, there is the word ‘search’ underlined on the 
right-hand side. Click that word and a pop-up window will appear.  Simply type in your name in the text box 



and keep all the other items as the default.  Click the ‘search’ button.  The months will be shown with only your 
name on your duty day.  You will then need to search through each month.  For most, the duty rotates about 
every two to three months. 
 
If you see that you are not able to work your assigned day, please try to switch with someone.  If you cannot, 
contact the office so we can get you a list of subs.  We hope that having the information for the whole year is 
helpful to you. 
 
More Website Information 
We are trying to make the website user friendly and provide as much information to you.  For those who have 
students in Band, please check the band link frequently.  The band schedule, practice charts and other 
information from Sr. Gail are updated on a regular basis.  If there is a band event, i.e., a concert, band field trip, 
etc. Sr. Gail will have the information available. 
 
All teachers are encouraged to use the “Teacher’s Corner” to keep you updated with information for her specific 
class.  Please check this daily.  Miss Davis will also use “Principal Message” to send information that you need 
before the newsletter. 
 
To protect the students, the website newsletter will not have the first and last name of the students in the thank 
you or congratulation section of the newsletter.  We will have the first initial and their last name listed.  This is a 
guideline from the Archdiocesan School Office. 
 
The website is in the final stage of being revised.  By the end of October, the website will have a new look to it.  
A special thank you to Cathy Myrick for designing the layout, Bill Burnes for coordinating the effort, and 
Lorraine Brazile for coordinating the content for the new website. 
 
Missions 
The mission efforts of the students from St. Gabriel School will include a number of organizations.  Each 
quarter of the school year, we will focus on a particular charity.  The first quarter of the school year was 
devoted to St. Peter and Paul Community Services.  The students donated $503.00 from money collected on 
Crazy Hat Day.    The 2nd quarter will be devoted to United Nations – Gimme Shelter to support their work to 
aid refugees in the eastern Congo.  The 3rd quarter focus will be for Whole Kids Outreach.  The 4th quarter of 
the school year will help an organization called “L’Arche”. The 8th graders will be having a raffle the week of 
November 9th to raise money for the St. Patrick Christmas Family Sponsorship Program.  The 8th grade has 
adopted three families and they will use the money from the raffle to help purchase Christmas wishes for these 
families. 
 
Our school families have been very generous throughout the years in assisting with our mission efforts.  We ask 
that you help in anyway possible. Every little bit helps.   
 
Homework 
Many of our teachers allow the students time in class to get started on their homework.  This way the teachers 
can see if the students understand the assignments.  One thing to keep in mind is that some students have good 
organizational skills and time management skills and can get their homework completed in a reasonable amount 
of time.  Some students can find ways to get distracted, procrastinate, etc., which turns a 10-minute assignment 
into an hour.   
 
Watch what your children are doing before you jump to conclusions that too much homework is given.  I also 
encourage you to remind children that homework can be studying their notes or rereading what was covered in 



class.  Homework does not always have to be written work.  When students know that there is a test on 
Thursday, they can begin studying on Monday and continue throughout the week by studying a little at a time 
rather than waiting until Wednesday evening and studying all the material.   
 
We need to teach our children to become responsible, we also need to teach them time management and 
organizational skills.  These are all life skills that we need, as we get older.  It is never too early to learn these 
life skills. 
 
Lunches Brought from Home 
As I walk around the cafeteria, I notice that many of our younger students are throwing out a lot of their lunch.  
Most kids have a sandwich, chips, cookies, yogurt, and a drink.  For many kids the amount of food that they see 
when they open their lunch is too much.  When I spoke with Beth Durban regarding this issue, she suggested 
that the kids have smaller portions of food.  A half sandwich, a handful of chips, two cookies, ½ an apple would 
be better for the kids.  What I am seeing is that only half a sandwich is eaten and the other is thrown out, 
sometimes it is a whole sandwich.  Encourage your child to bring home the food that they don’t eat.  I see a lot 
of fruit and items that have not even been open.  Remind your child that these are still good and can be brought 
home. 
The students have on average 15 to 20 minutes to eat lunch.  I have strongly encouraged the students to eat and 
do less talking with their friends.  As I walk around the cafeteria they are constantly being reminded to eat.  
Even if the table is dismissed, the students can stay to finish. 
 
Pedestrian Safety 
Our children are very precious to us.  I do not want anything to happen to them while walking to and from 
school.  As drivers, it is most important that you pay attention to our crossing guards at the corner of 
Nottingham and Tamm.  There have been many close calls at that intersection.  If you are turning from 
Nottingham onto Tamm, you must wait until the crossing guards are completely out of the crosswalk and on the 
corner.  Please remind your neighbors and your teenage children to slow down and drive cautiously around 
schools. 
 
Please watch the children on Murdoch in the morning.  As children are exiting the cars, please wait until they 
are on the sidewalk before moving forward.  Sometimes kids run back to their car because they forgot 
something and you do not expect them to do that.  Also, for those using the church driveway, please do not park 
in the handicap spaces or in the open area.  If you need to get out of your car and walk your child, please park 
on Nottingham, Tamm or Murdoch. 
 
I am hearing from some of the neighbors that people are running stop signs at Childress and Murdoch, Murdoch 
and Prague, Devonshire and Childress and Devonshire and Prague.  We have students that are crossing at these 
corners as well.  Please, please slow down.  I have contacted the police about my concerns with people running 
stops and parking in the crosswalks on Nottingham.  They will issue tickets. 
 
After School Child Care 
If you are need of childcare for a short time after school, please contact Ruth Farel at 353-2901.  For those 
interested in providing childcare, please contact Ruth as well. 
 
Auction Information 
Thanks to all who attended last year’s “Where’d U Go 2 High School?” Auction.  It was a fun and successful 
night.  We were able to raise a little over $65,000.00 for our school.  This was only $3,000.00 off the previous 
year’s total.  We were able to contribute $30,000.00 to the HVAC system and $30,000.00 to help offset tuition.  
 



 
 
This year’s auction will be held on Saturday, February 27, 2010 and its theme is “The 2010 Black & White 
Ball”.  Dress up or dress down, just make it black and white.  The auction is moving to the fabulous Coronado 
Ballroom (across from the College Church).   
If you missed the sign-up sheets on Back to School Night or you don’t have kids in school and wish to 
volunteer, please contact Joan Burnes at 481-0309 or bburnes@sbcglobal.net.  You can also check us out on the 
school website www.stgabschool.org under Auction Update.   
 
Remember to… 

…purchase your grocery certificates Tuesdays and Thursdays from 2:45 p.m. – 3:15 p.m. in the school     
    meeting room or after masses on Sundays. 
…purchase your Scrips on-line at www.glscrip.com 
…support the 8th grade by visiting Lion’s Choice on the 2nd Friday of each month.  We apologize for the  
    information regarding Lion’s Choice scrip cards.  They are not in the program.  However, please  
    support the 8th grade and the local businesses. 

 
Thank you to… 

…the family that support Target ‘Take Charge of Education’, we received $1,300.00. 
…Delia Cummings, Julie Devoti, Dorothy Mally, and Sarah McCarthy for proofreading the buzzbook. 
…Angela Kittner for donating the printing of the buzz book. 
…the South Side Optimist Club for donating dictionaries for our 3rd grade students. 
…to E. Kaiser, C. Macek, C. Wiley, and E. Wiley for babysitting at the PFA Meeting on September     
    23rd.  A special thank you to Mrs. Kaiser for being the adult supervisor. 
…to Dr. Emke, Dr. Wallace and Dr. Miller for speaking at the PFA Meeting in September. 
…the Reda Family for donating books to the library. 
…the Gleidt Family for donating office supplies. 
…the Salamon Family for donating books to the library. 
…the O’Connor Family for donating binders. 
…the Heinze Family for donating books to the library. 
…the Couch Family for donating paper. 
…the Henschel Family for donating books. 
…the Karsch Family for donating keyboards to the computer lab. 
…the Evola Family for donating envelopes. 
…the Steve Wilson Family for donating water bottles and printer cartridge. 
…the Sudduth Family for donating books for the library. 
…the Hoffman Family for donating binders. 
…the Hunter Family for donating “Hooked on Phonics” program. 
…the McBride Family for donating plastic containers for the art room. 
…the Weinhoff Family for donating binders. 
…the Siemers for bringing breakfast goodies for the faculty  
…all those who purchased Entertainment Books from the Band students.  We will let you know next  
    month what the profit was.  Entertainment Books are still available; just call Sr. Gail 353-1229 x 248. 
    The price is $30.00. 

 



Congratulations to… 
 …J. Lyles for winning the ‘design the buzz book cover’ contest. 
 …the following students who have been selected for the DuBourg Honor Band which is Saturday,  
                October 17 at 7:00 p.m. 
 
  E. Kaiser  E. Thibodeau  J. Pottinger  C. Reape 
  T. Martin  B. Heffernan  A. Landolt  D. Smith 
  M. McGraugh  S. Tettamble  C. Elliott  T. Smith 
  J. Rolfi   M. Pike  O. Tettamble  S. Genovese 
 
 …the following students who have been selected for the Metro District 8 Honor Choir: 
   
   J. Pottinger  H. Randolph  C. Reape  L. Swaney 
  
   
  
 
  
I pray that this will be a very successful year for our students, parents, and teachers.  As we enter this year, let 
us keep our focus on why we have our children attend Catholic schools.  The faith development of our children 
is the primary goal of our educational system.  Let us all work together to support the belief of our faith and be 
examples for our children as our parish has done for the past 75 years. 
 
Prayerfully, 
 
 
Ann M. Davis 
Principal 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Go to the website to check the 
school calendar 

http://plus.calendars.net/stgabschool_2 
 
 

and the cafeteria duty calendar 
http://plus.calendars.net/stgabschool_1 



 


