
                                                                                                 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Happy New Year to all of you!  On behalf of the St. Gabriel community, we hope that you had a wonderful Christmas 
holiday with family and friends. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lord, may we be like the Wise Men 
Lord, may we be like the Wise Men who were guided to you by a star.   

Give us the wisdom to seek you, light to guide us to you, courage to search  
until we fine you, graciousness to worship you and generosity to lay our  

gifts before you, who are our Kind and our God for ever and ever. 
 

Amen. 

St. Gabriel School 
January Newsletter 2010 

 

IMPORTANT HAPPENINGS IN JANUARY 
 
January 4 Classes Resume 
 
January 8  Report Cards sent home 
  2:05 p.m. Geography Bee for Grades 4-8 
 
January 11  Student Raffle for PFA  (Monday – Friday during lunch) 
 
January 12 Faculty Meeting at 3:15 p.m. 
  NO AFTER SCHOOL TUTORING WITH MRS. FAVAZZA 
 
January 14 H1N1 Second Dosage administered for students younger than 10 years of age.  The clinic will be  
                          held from 10:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. 
  St. Louis Bread Co. Fundraiser Night (All proceeds will benefit the 8th Grade Class of 2010) 
  7:00 p.m. PFA Meeting – Topic: Internet Safety and other issues, i.e., sexting, cyber bullying, etc. 
 
January 15 2:05 p.m. Spelling Bee for Grades 5-8 
 
January 18  NO SCHOOL – MLK Day 
 
January 21 Pro-Life Mass (Baby items will go to Birth Right and Nurses for Newborns) 
  7:00 p.m. School Board Meeting 
 
January 28  8:00 a.m. Baptismal Celebration for January/July 
 
January 29 End of 3rd Mid-Quarter 
 
January 30 8th Grade Follies 
 
January 31 Catholic Schools Week Open House  from 12:00 p.m. – 2:00 p.m. 
  Artwork from students of Grades K-4 will be displayed as well 
   



Classes Resume 
Students will return to class on Monday, January 4th. 
 
A New Year’s Resolution for the School 
As a faculty we have attended a number of professional development opportunities these past two years.  The last one that 
we attended focused on procedures to help maintain order, but most of all to make the best use of time and provide for 
safety.  In reviewing the purpose of our behavior code, the faculty brainstormed on areas that would address: to instill 
Catholic Christian values, to build self-discipline and self-responsibility, to show respect for self and others.  The 
following are areas that we as a school will be working on to be more respectful of self and others: 
   

�� Walking in the halls more quietly and staying in lines 
�� Being more reverent and quiet at the end of mass while leaving church  
�� Walking quietly from the cafeteria to outside recess.  
�� When students line up outside, they stay quiet when they come into school. 

 
By walking in the halls, staying in line it will help for those who have classes going on.  Also, as students stay in line, 
there is less opportunity for pushing, tripping and teasing one another.  We began this the last week of December and 
there is a remarkable difference already.  We will be including a review of more procedures as we move through the year.  
 
When I drive by public schools both in the city and county, they have on their sign, “The quality for this month is 
‘respect’”.  We are so fortunate in our Catholic schools that we are able to incorporate character education or moral/value 
development in all aspects of our day.  Many times we forget these qualities, so this is the purpose of working on 
reinforcing our procedures.  As one of our new teachers stated, we have a lot of good procedures in place, but they have 
become so routine that we have become laxed in following them.   
 
It would be good for parents to review some of the procedures that we have in place regarding dropping items off at 
school, reporting absences, parking lot drop-off and pick-up, and more.  Reviewing the parent handbook will refresh your 
memory on these items. 
 
Mission Projects 
Our mission project for the 3rd quarter is to help Whole Kids Outreach. Money collected in the classroom mission banks 
will be sent to Whole Kids Outreach in the middle of March.  Whole Kids Outreach ministers in the far southeastern 
counties in Missouri.  They do home visitations with RN’s for about 200 needy families in an area that covers almost 
5,000 square miles.  Their clients were struggling financially before the economic downturn.  Our focus during this time 
will be ‘thinking of others’.  Baby items collected at the Pro-Life Mass in January will be divided between Birth Right and 
Nurses for Newborns. 
 
Our students have been very generous this year in donating for our various mission projects thus far.  Knowing that the 
economy is difficult on many, it is wonderful to see the sacrifices made by our families to help those who are less 
fortunate. 
 
Report Cards 
Report cards will be sent home on January 8th.  If any family is behind in their tuition and/or other fees, report cards will 
be held until compliance has been met.  Also, your access to on-line grades will be disabled.  A letter will be sent home 
with your child.  We ask that you tell your children that the report cards should be opened at home; this will alleviate any 
embarrassment for a child who opens the letter at school that addresses a balance due. 
 
Auction Student Raffle 
The auction committee will hold its annual student raffle to raise money for the auction.  Money raised from the raffle will 
be used to purchase an item for the auction in the name of St. Gabriel Students.  The raffle will be held the week of 
January 11th during lunch.  More information will be sent home by e-blast. 



H1N1 
Students who are 9 years old and younger will need a second dosage of the H1N1 vaccine.  This will be administered on 
Thursday, January 14 from 10:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. in the school meeting room.  Forms will be sent home on January 6 for 
you to complete.  These are the same forms that were completed for the 1st dosage.  Please complete both sides of the 
yellow form and return to school by January 11th. 
 
If you would like to be with your child, we are asking that you come at 10:00 a.m. so we can get your child before we call 
for a whole class.  For our PM Kindergarteners, parents who want to be present can come to the meeting room when 
dropping off your child.  The PM Kindergarten class will go as a class about 12:30 p.m. 
 
For questions regarding the vaccine or anything else, please call Miss Davis at 314-353-1229 x 242 or Beth Durban at 
314-353-6303 x 125. 
 
PFA Meeting 
The next PFA Meeting is scheduled for Thursday, January 14th at 7:00 p.m. in the cafeteria.  Our speaker is NJ Sterneck 
from National Council on Alcoholism and Drug Abuse (NCADA).  NJ will focus on a variety of issues relating to Internet 
safety, cyber bullying, sexting and much more.  NJ works with our students on the program that is offered by NCADA to 
our school.  If you are not familiar with Facebook, MySpace, Club Penguin, IM, sexting, etc., this is the meeting for you.  
The safety of our children is very important, so it is important for you to attend this meeting. 
 
The students will receive a “dress down” pass if their parent attends the meeting.  Babysitting will be available.   
 
Registration for 2010-2011 
The registration packets for 2010-2011 will be available at the Registration Meeting on Tuesday, February 9th and 
Thursday, February 11th at 7:00 p.m. in the cafeteria.  You will only need to attend one meeting.  By offering two nights, 
we hope that this will accommodate your schedule.  At the time of registration, one-half of the book fee, and the full 
registration and cafeteria fee are due.   We will offer the opportunity for families to roll the book fee into the FACTS 
payment. 
 
If you have a Kindergartener or a child that will be attending St. Gabriel School for the first time, pre-registration was on 
December 1st.  If you have not yet registered, please contact the school office immediately. 
 
Registration packets will not be given to families who are behind on tuition and/or other fees.  Once compliance has been 
met, the packet will be mailed. 
 
Health News 
The cold and flu season is upon us, so we ask that you follow these simple reminders.   

· Children should be fever-free for 24 hours before returning to school after an illness 
· If your child is ill, please keep him/her home. 

 
Snow Watch 
When severe weather dictates the need to close school or begin on a snow schedule (9:30 a.m.), we will contact families 
by using our Schoolreach phone program.  Information will also be announce on the following radio and TV stations: 
 
 KMOX 1120AM (announced at 6:00 p.m.; 9:00 p.m.; 5:30 a.m.; and 6:30 a.m.) 

KTVI – Channel 2 
 KMOV – Channel 4 
 KSDK – Channel 5 
 
You can also check the ‘Principal’s Message’ on the school website for a message if we are not in session due to 
inclement weather. 



If it begins to snow during the day, we will only close school early if it becomes very bad.  However, as a parent, if you 
feel the need to take your child out because of the weather, it can be done at your discretion.  The decision to close school 
is always made with the safety of our teachers, children and parents in mind. 
 
Financial Assistance 
The Financial Assistance and Compliance procedure for applying for financial assistance is the same as last year.  You 
will need to contact the school office or rectory office for the forms.  The Archdiocese is now using one form that can be 
used for any children attending a parish school and/or an Archdiocesan high school for the 2010-2011 school year.  It is 
your responsibility to contact the office for this packet.  The application is due April 1, 2010. 
 
If you are not a parishioner of St. Gabriel you are not eligible for assistance from our parish.  However, if you are 
registered in another Catholic parish, you may be eligible to receive assistance from your home parish. Non-Catholics are 
not eligible for assistance from St. Gabriel or the St. Louis Archdiocese. 
 
This application will also be used to determine if you are eligible for the Catholic Family Tuition Assistance Program. 
 
Catholic Schools Week 
The Archdiocese of St. Louis will celebrate Catholic Schools Week from January 31st – February 6th.  This is a special 
time during the year that we celebrate the communities of our Catholic schools.  We will be sending home more 
information about the various activities scheduled for that week.  We hope that you will be able to join us. 
 
A few things to put on your calendar:   
 Sunday, January 31st Open House from 12:00 – 2:00 p.m.  All the Catholic schools in St. Louis City will be  
          hosting an open house.  

Monday, February 1st   Storyteller 7:00 p.m. in the gym, doors open at 6:45 p.m. 
Tuesday, February 2nd  Dairy Queen/LeGrands lunch.   
Wednesday, February 3rd  1:30 p.m. Fanfare to perform for the students; Blizzard treat; Ice skating event at  

                                     Steinberg Rink from 5:00 – 8:00 p.m.  A number of Catholic schools are joining  
      together to offer this event.  

Friday, February 4th   School will be dismissed at 12:30 p.m. so the teachers can have a special luncheon.  
 
Art Displays 
Artwork from students in Grades K-4 will be displayed during Catholic Schools Week – January 31st  – February 6th.  The 
school will be open on Sunday, January 31 from 12:00 – 2:00 p.m. for families and parishioners to view the artwork as 
well as the school.  Please tell family, friends and alumni about the open house. 
 
The Archdiocesan Student Art Exhibit will be held at various shopping centers throughout the St. Louis area during 
Catholic Schools Week.  St. Gabriel School will be represented at one of the malls that will be announced in the Catholic 
Schools Week bulletin. 
 
The Art Fair for students in Grades 5-8 will be held in late April and early May. 
 
PFA Auction 
The Auction planning is well underway.  Please mark your calendars for Saturday, February 27th.  More information will 
be sent in late January.   The auction is our only major fundraiser that we have for the school.  
 
The proceeds of the auction are still to be determined.  But as in years past, the money has always gone to help improve 
the school in some way.  Student desks, teacher desks, file cabinets, computers, dry erase boards, Smartboards, classroom 
doors are just a few things that we have been able to add to the school. 
 
 



Cold Weather 
Please keep in mind that the children will go outside for recess during all but the most inclement weather.  Students need 
the fresh air after a morning of classes.  It is important that students come to school dressed for the cold weather.  They 
also need to understand how important it is to zip up coats, to wear hats, gloves, etc.  The teachers do their best to assist 
the children, however, with our large student population; it isn’t possible to make sure everyone is ready for the outdoors.  
Thank you for your assistance. 
 
Lost and Found 
During the winter months, we have more items that are turned in to the ‘Lost & Found’ box.  The box is located in the 
hallway next to faculty room outside the cafeteria. The last week of each month the items are placed on the stage in the 
cafeteria for the students to pick up their lost items.  Many items are not picked up at the end of the week.  The 
maintenance staff takes any items left to Good Will or a clothing donation box.  Please remind your child to look for lost 
items. 
 
Campbell Labels, Box Tops, Ink/Laser Cartridges 
We are collecting items for the programs listed above.  Please have your child deposit labels and box tops in the 
containers throughout the school building.  The cell phones and ink cartridges can be dropped off in the school office.  
Please remember to put cartridges in a plastic bag. 
 
Congratulations To… 
…the following students who were omitted from the Noetic Learning Math Contest for place in the top 50% of  
    the nation:   
  Grade 2: A. Gherardini, K. Horn and C. Neill 
  Grade 3: W. Webster, O. Goldkamp, and S. Foppe 
 
…the following students who are the finalists in the St. Gabriel Geography Bee to be held on  
    January 8th at 2:05 p.m.: 

 M. Kinealy (4B)    E. Reding (7M) 
 C. Meyer (5C)     D. Siebum (7S) 
 H. Zanaboni (6D)    O. Tettamble (8F) 
 M. Phegley (6P)     M. Layton (8R) 
 M. Barbey (7G)     S. Genovese (8S) 

 
…the following students who are the finalists in the St. Gabriel Spelling Bee to be held on  
    January 15th at 2:05 p.m.: 
 P. Myrick (5C)  B. Alexander (6D)  L. Swaney (7G)  B. Stinehart (8F) 

C. Crimi (5C) J. Junker (6D)  E. Kranz (7G)  O. Tettamble (8F) 
E. Sayers (5H)  E. Roeder (6P)  A. Dangos (7M)  T. Finazzo (8R) 
E. Crews (5H)  S. Tettamble (6P)  R. Moeller (7M)  M. Layton (8R) 
R. Davis (5S)  J. Lepak (6W)  M. Stinehart (7S)  C. Elliott (8S) 
 J. Ryan (5S)  E. Cataldo (6W)  T. Martin (7S) K. Eisele (8S) 

  
A Special Thank You To… 
…the parents and parishioners who helped with the H1N1 vaccinations: 
  Cara Christanell  Cindy Weishaar 
  Ann Karasek   Pat Wilson 
  Leslie Maus  
…Beth Durban for helping to coordinate the volunteers and work with the professional staff who administered the  
    H1N1. 
…the 3rd Grade Parents and the PFA for providing the reception for the 2nd Grade Reconciliation.  



…the Beginning, Intermediate, Concert, and Jazz Bands for sharing their musical talents at the  
    Christmas Band Concert. 
…the students in Grades 2, 4, 6, 8 and Honor Choir for sharing their vocal musical talent at the  
    Christmas Concert. 
…Mrs. Shaver and Sr. Gail for their time in preparing the students for the Christmas Concerts. 
…the generosity of our parents, the parish, and PFA for their contributions to the Staff  
    Christmas Fund. 
…and to all of you for the support that you give to the Faculty and Staff of St. Gabriel School. 
…the Knapp Family for donating envelopes for the office. 
…the Paul Smith Family for donating books to the library. 
…the Paul Enright Family for donating books and magazines to the library. 
…the Jim Uxa Family for donating magazines for the art room and library. 
…the Thibodeau for donating good scrap paper. 
 
 
On behalf of the faculty and staff, I want to express our sincere appreciation for all the warm holiday wishes and special 
thoughtfulness expressed to our staff by all the children and parents. 
 
Blessings to you and your family for the year 2010! 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Ann M. Davis 
Principal 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Go to the website to check the 
school calendar 

http://plus.calendars.net/stgabschool_2 
 
 

and the cafeteria duty calendar 
http://plus.calendars.net/stgabschool_1 

 



 


